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FOREWORD: THE BIRTH OF THE

MISSISSIPPI

PRACTITIONER'S JOURNAL

Lindsey Oswalt'

A very wise professor told me at the beginning of my tenure as Law
Review Editor-in-Chief that if I tried to do everything, I would do nothing
well. I readily admit that the temptation to do "everything" is potent
where constantly surrounded by exceptionally bright people with the creativity, energy and wit my staff exemplified this past year. Still, I chose to
follow my mentor's advice, and set forth a single, defined goal to serve as
the proverbial "brass ring" for our journal. The overarching theme of our
work this year has been to achieve relevance in the state and local legal
communities. While every law journal aspires to national prominence, we
determined that we first had to capture the attention of the bright legal
minds in our immediate surroundings before we could expect the same positive recognition elsewhere.
The MISSISSIPPI PRACTITIONER'S JOURNAL was perhaps the most important of the vehicles chosen to achieve relevance among local attorneys,
judges and government officials. During their summer clerkships, a number of Law Review staff members noticed a dearth of scholarly literature
on "practical" topics of Mississippi law. Given the current trend towards
theoretical legal writing, I was not altogether surprised to find that novel
questions of Mississippi jurisprudence are rarely discussed in the state's legal journals. After speaking to several attorneys, it became clear that articles written by attorneys for attorneys would be a welcome addition to
legal dialogue.
Adding an entire book to our yearly publication schedule, however,
was not easy. We first received the necessary support from our Dean, Jim
Rosenblatt, and Law Review Advisor, Professor Deborah Challener. Both
individuals championed our initiative, and offered support and encouragement as we endeavored to change a decades-old tradition of offering only
two annual journals. We agreed that the inaugural journal would be short,
and serve as an introduction to a new wave of scholarship intended specifically to benefit the practice of law in this state. Perhaps most importantly,
though, eight exceptional local attorneys agreed to contribute their research on unique issues of Mississippi law. Each of the authors involved in
the project was able to offer current commentary on topics ranging from
the practical considerations of jury selection to the unanswered question of
the classification of lignite as a "mineral" under Mississippi oil and gas law.
1. 2008-2009 Editor-in-Chief of the Mississippi College Law Review. J.D., Mississippi College
School of Law; B.A. Mississippi College. The author thanks Professors Deborah Challener, Jeffrey
Jackson, Donald Campbell and Felicia Smith for their special contributions to the Law Review this year.
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To say the least, the issues covered in the journal are diverse, and we could
not be more pleased with the result.
The staff and I would like to extend our thanks to each of these fine
authors. We appreciate not only your intellect and your valuable time, but
your patience with us as we worked through the minutia of editing a journal. We hope that the future will bring more authors to the journal, and
that the breadth of legal topics contained herein will continue to grow. I
personally would like to thank the Law Review staff, as well as the faculty
and administration of Mississippi College School of Law. It is rare indeed
to be permitted such creative freedom and unwavering support. With your
continued diligence, I sincerely believe that this journal can become a staple of legal research and innovation in this state.
Anyone wishing to contribute to the next Mississippi Practitioner's Journal should contact the MCSOL Law Review at
lawreview@mc.edu.

